very February for the last thirty-seven years, I have

burned palms in anticipation of Ash Wednesday,
the beginning of Lent. Maybe I am a little off, but I do
not think so regarding the importance of doing this for
myself, year in and year out. I burn those ashes and think
about my life. I think about my many flaws, weaknesses
and shortcomings. I also think about the love that has
been with me every day of my life, as well as the many
opportunities I have had to get up and start over, know-
ing, I would continue to be enfolded no matter what I
might try to do next. I don’t know about you, but I think
your life may be full of subtle twists and turns like mine.
There may even be regrets for which you have not found
a way to compensate. If we are companions of the way, it
may be that Lent is a time to slow down, reflect and start
again, with renewed trust and hope in God and yourself.
So, for me, entering the season of Lent is about as sacred
as my life gets.

We are a congregation that follows the church year.

We have taken seriously the various seasons of that year.

Presently we celebrate Epiphany and the manifestation
of the Christ to the world and a light, we believe, that
cannot be extinguished. This year on Ash Wednesday,
the church begins the season of Lent which calls for
contemplation about our lives, penitence for the sin in
our lives and a focus on the grace that carries us even
when we do not feel worthy to be carried.
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A friend of mine asked me today if when I graduated
from Divinity School I became divine. I told him before
I went into the school I was a straight shooter. I came
out of it smoking a pipe, swearing like a sailor, and far
more human than when I enrolled. I also came out a
tad humbler, and reliant on the grace the ashes of Ash
Wednesday represent. I am moving in my life toward
wholeness and I need Lent not so much to belabor that
[ am human, as that [ am part of a story that is salvific
and a reminder that there is a divine spark in me. I
continue to be amazed each year with new compan-
ions I find on the way who think about the same thing.
That is why I know you will join me and others for the
service on February 17th at 7 p.m.

[ invite you to join me this Lent in contemplation and
renewal. | invite you to penitence, and a reminder that
in the Christ event we find our life and hope together.

—Jack
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Welcome!

We've been anticipating your arrival! It’s true, because we believe that
every person who comes to join us for fellowship was sent by God. Here at
First Congregational Church of Ripon, we want you to experience Christ
and be greatly blessed. We look forward to getting to know you and to
share with you the marvelous ways God is working in our church.It won’t
take you long to discover that we are truly a “church family,” rich in the re-
lationships that matter most. We grow, worship, serve, laugh, cry, learn and
reach out to the world together. We reach out to you, as well. Our doors

and hearts are always open.

If you've been thinking, praying, searching, or hoping for a place to belong,
we would like, again, to say Welcome! We're glad you found us.

Worship Volunteers

Please sign up to volunteer for lec-
tor, greeter/ushers, coffee fellowship
hosts, flowers and nursery duty. The
new permanent location for the sign-
up sheet is on the bulletin board in
the entrance to the Fellowship Hall.
We still have slots to fill for the cur-
rent month and beyond. Thanks in
advance for all your help!

NEWSL ETTER

/DEADLINE

Our next newsletter will be for
March, 2010. The deadline is Tues-
day, February 16, at noon. Please
submit materials to the church of-
fice or email to Maria Dietrich at
dietrichm@ripon.edu. ~ Assembly
and prep for mailing will take place
on Thursday, February 25, at 1:15

p.m. Please mark your calendars.
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Wallace Abrahallnson
Jan Kohl

Dru Mansmith
David Williams
Alysse Zabel

First Sunday is
Food Pantry Sunday

You are asked to bring canned
goods and non-perishable items on
the first Sunday of each month and
place them in the box marked Food
Pantry in the church narthex. You
are encouraged to also bring your
loose change that day and place it
in the offering plate or in a basket
by the food pantry box. Donations
will go to the food pantry.

Pastor............... Jack Kraaz
Moderator . . ...... Jennifer Aither
Vice-Moderator . . . . Janet Vossekuil
Cletk ............ Maria Dietrich
Treasurer ............ Tim Aither

... Diane Falk
Children’s Choir Stephanie Prellwitz
Choir . . . Kurt Dietrich/Sarah Kraaz
Christian Ed Dir Stephanie Prellwitz

Administrative Ass’t

Youth Group .. . ... Amanda Bolan
Nursery . .......... Hollie Becker
Fellowship Ministry . . . Sue Loomer
Finance ............. Rick Coles
Historian .. ........ Nedra Martz
Librarian .. ........... Lois Ellis
Maintenance Officer Chris Holland
Men’s Group .. ..... Len Ringstad
Organists. . ....... Maria Dietrich
................. & Sarah Kraaz
Outreach . ...... Robyn Volkmann
PPRC.............. Audrey Lyke
Women’s Fellowship. . . Liz Ringstad
.............. & Audrey Conant
Worship . . ......... Nancy Coles

Pastor Jack Kraaz
Office: 920-748-5898
Fax: 920-748-5182
Cell: 920-229-5243

jkraaz@charterinternet.com




Food Pantry in Desperate Need

The Ripon Community Food Pantry is in desperate need of boxed meals!

All members of our church are asked to donate at least one boxed meal to
the Ripon Community Food Pantry (2 doors down from Campus Cinema).

Boxed Meals are things like Tuna Helper, Hamburger Helper, that sort of

thing. These can be purchased very inexpensively at Sav-a-Lot.

Please help if you are able!

Ash Wednesday

The Ash Wednesday service, held
on February 17th at 7 p.m., will
mark the official beginning of

the season of Lent. It is a moving
service in which we celebrate our
mortality and our renewed identity
with Christ. Holy Communion will
be celebrated.

Our next Community Din-
ner will take place on Tuesday,
February 23, from 5-6:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. All are

welcome!

Our Church on You-
Tube, Facebook, and
Twitter

Sunday, February 28 at 5 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. A presentation
by Jack Christ about some possible
ways to use the Internet and video
technology for church programming.
This grew out of a discussion at the
recent Strategic Planning meeting.
Please join us! The more ideas, the
merrier!

The Green Lake Animal Shelter &
the Goose Blind present the Second
Annual...

FUR BALL
Saturday, Feb. 13th at 6:30 pm
Goose Blind, Green Lake

Enjoy a night dedicated to our furry
friends with Food Stations, wine
tasting, strolling magic by the mag-
nificent Rondini and “Pup” arazzi
photos. Great value! Only $30 per
person. Get your tickets now — lim-
ited quanity available!

Proceeds from the fundraiser go to

animal shelter. Tickets available at
Goose Blind & Animal Shelter.

Valentine
Luncheon
...and Cookie Walk
Friday, February 12

11 a.m.—1 pm in Fellowship Room

Traditional Chop Suey Luncheon
and Dessert Buffet

featuring live music

Cookie Walk 10:30 am—1:30 pm
Cookies $6 per pound

Luncheon tickets are $5.50 in ad-
vance and $6 at the door. Tickets
are available at Ripon Drug
and from any member of
Women’s Fellowship.

Sunday, February 7th
7:30 am — 12:30 pm
Our Saviour’s Church
343 Scott Street, Ripon
Adults $5, Seniors $4, Children $3

Tickets may be purchased from any
Ripon Cub Scout or at the door.
Help Support Ripon’s Cub Scout

Pack 3735




CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Chicago Mission Trip

Ripon College Senior Jessica Solverud organized the second youth-mission
trip to urban Chicago. Adele Parks, Anna Hones, Laura Lyke and chaper-
ones Stephanie Prellwitz and Tim Lyke spent nearly two days serving in a
variety of ways to help the poor, hungry and homeless. They helped prepare,
served food at and cleaned up a soup kitchen; they just sat and talked to
clients while they waited for their food; they helped package and deliver U.S.
government commodities to people in South Chicago; they dined in ethic
restaurants; and they attended a gospel service at an inner-city church.

The three confirmands and adults who shared this experience together came
away with lasting memories and plans to return next year.

We hope they will share more about their trip with our congregation during
an upcoming Sunday service.

—Mary Lyke, former Christian Education Chair

Adult Education Offerings

Sunday, February 14th at 5 p.m.

Don and Orion Hones will make a presentation about their trips to the
Arizona border and their work among people on the border. Their work
may be controversial to some. Come and find out what they have been do-
ing. We will meet in the Fellowship Room. Coffee will be provided.

Sunday, February 21st at 5 p.m.

The topic will be, “The Bible, The Recession and Our Neighbor”. We will
look at a paper written by Walter Brueggemann suggesting that last year’s
economic downturn highlighted our need for one another. Copies of the
paper are available on the shelf outside the church office.

March 7th

On Sunday, March 7, at 5 p.m., First Congregational Church of Ripon
will host Thomas Ashley- Farrand, a Hindu priest and story-teller, for a
dialogue regarding his faith and Meditation. Mr. Farrand is a graduate of
Ripon College (class of 62), with further studies at Marquette University.
He has done over a dozen different workshops that have been very well
received across North America and London, England. He will be at Ripon
College March 8 and 9. All are welcome to attend and learn more about
the Hindu faith and practice.

Donate for Drapes

Custom drapes were purchased by
Women'’s Fellowship (with the help
of Rae Miller and her committee)
to cut the glare in the room from
the western sunshine. They also
may help with acoustics. The cost
was $4,439. We need to raise $1,000
to pay the balance. If you wish to
help pay for the drapes, please send
a check to either:

A. The church — Women’s Fellow-
ship Pass-Through Account or...

B. Mary Lyke, treasurer; N9213
County Road FF; Ripon, WI 54971

2009 Salvation Army
Red Kettle Campaign

In exchange for their warm, on Fri-
day December 18th, a few brave
members of First Congregational
Church raised $392.93 for the Sal-
vation Army. During the 2009 bell
ringing season, Riponites collected
a total of $12,776.55 for this worth-
while cause. Thank you to those of
you who donated your time to ring
bells for the Salvation Army’s Red
Kettle Campaign.




FEBRUARY 2010

Sunday Monday  |Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
9 am Choir rehearsals Ries Driving 4:45-7:30 pm Ries Driving Ripon Food Mill
9:30 am Sunday School School 7-9 pm Weight Watchers School 7-9 pm F());op Dinner 5-8
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9 am Choir rehearsals 6:30 pm Wor- | Ries Driving 4:45-7:30 pm- Ries Driving 10:30 am-1:30
9:30 am Sunday School ship com.mit- School 7-9 pm Weight Watchers School 7-9 pm | pm Valentine

tee meeting Luncheon &
10:30 am Worship Cookie Walk
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9 am Choir rehearsals 1 pm Newsletter 4:45-7:30 pm Ripon College | Ripon College in
9:30 am Sunday School Deadline Weight Watchers Ries Driving ::r)lol\:lvl-rlllgzi?gell ;I;i/r(;hjgilrl?)gmn-

; 6:30 pm Cabinet School 7-9 pm
10:30 am Worship _ P o P classroom 8 am—4 pm
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship Ries Driving 7 pm Ash Wednes- 10 am-5 pm
School 7-9 pm day service
6:30 pm Confirmation class
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9 am Choir rehearsals 5-6:30 pm Com- 4:45-7:30 pm 1:15 pm News-
9:30 am Sunday School munity Dinner, Fel- | Weight Watchers letter prep for
' lowship Hall mailing
10:30 am Worshi
rship Ries Driving
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship School 7-9 pm
6:30 pm Confirmation class
28 1 2 3 4 5 6
9 am Choir rehearsals 4:45-7:30 pm-
Weight Watchers

9:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship

6:30 pm Confirmation class

tpril 4: Easter Sunday

Future Events:
March 28: Palm Sunday




Schedule of Morning Worship Volunteers

Please try to meet this schedule. If you cannot help on the Sunday assigned...
a;%s-, * Try to switch Sundays with someone else

* Notify the appropriate Worship Committee member

forYOUL's . ™ * Notify the church office (748-5898)
Y Sirticipation
* We all appreciate your participation!

LECTORS: GREETERS/USHERS: COFFEE HOSTS: FLOWERS:
2/T Jack Kraaz Jeff & Amy Grinde TBA TBA
2/14  Andy Prellwitz ~ Tim & Mary Lyke TBA TBA
2/21  Tim Lyke Rick & Nancy Coles Tony & Cindy Butler TBA
2/28 Rick Coles Rae Miller Mary Lyke TBA
3/7 Jack Kraaz Tim & Mary Lyke Elvera Perr/Diane Umbarger TBA
3/14 TBA Bob & Nancy Royce TBA TBA
3/21 TBA Bob & Nancy Royce Audrey Conant/Ruth Birge TBA
3/28 Rick Coles Roger & Marg. Eddingsaas Roger & Marg. Eddingsaas TBA

Are you interested in being a Worship Volunteer? Sign up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall entrance.
Ripon College student Hollie Becker is handling the nursery for the duration of the school yeanr.
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