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“Great things are done by a series of small things 
brought together.”

—Vincent Van Gogh

“God has made everything fitting in its time, but 
has also placed eternity in their hearts, without 
enabling them to discover what God has done 
from beginning to end.”

—Ecclesiastes 3:11 (Common English Bible CEB)

As a freshman in college I went to an on-campus 
poster sale and bought Vincent Van Gogh’s Starry 
Night. (Vincent van Gogh, The Starry Night, Saint 
Rémy, June 1889) It was my first college dorm room 
poster. I loved the color, the movement, the feeling it 
gave me when I looked at it. It was a masterpiece. 

As I stood in the check out line, I noticed every other 
student also had the same poster in 
their hands. Apparently the paint-
ing spoke to them as well. Thinking 
about it, I remember seeing this 
poster hanging on the wall of my 
oldest brother’s dorm room too.

I wonder how many young adults 
begin their art collection with this 
single painting?

It certainly is one of the most recognizable works of 
art in the world, and for its simple artistic interpreta-
tion of an evening above Saint Rémy, France, it speaks 
to the complexity of the night sky. As you look closer 
to the canvas you see intricate details and brush 
strokes and surprising colors. Starry Night invites you 
to look closer, to see things differently, to be fascinated 

by and appreciate what is both simple and complex. It 
is like staring into eternity, which Ecclesiastes re-
minds us that God has placed in our hearts.

I wonder how many young people have gazed upon 
the painting and connected to something deeper than 
is on the canvas? Something that spoke to their life, to 
beauty, to light? Gazing upon a Van Gogh painting 
like Starry Night is like offering a prayer, seeking for-
giveness, finding gentleness, discovering compassion. 

The season of Lent is a time for similar reflection.

Vincent van Gogh devoted his life to light. The light of 
creation, the light of painting, the light of God’s grace 

– and the light in humanity, mind, body, and soul. The 
son of a Christian pastor, Vincent fervently set out to 
be a preacher and missionary himself, but his min-
istry eventually took the form of brush strokes and 
canvases: in just ten years of his short life, from age 27 

to 37, he created more than 2,000 
luminous works of art – including 
nearly 900 paintings – shimmer-
ing with vitality, with passion, and 
above all, with light.

The word “Lent” refers to the 
“lengthening” light, the growing 
days that, in time, will coax the 
sunflowers to open, the wheat 
fields to rise again, and the irises 

to bloom. What better companion on this forty-day 
pilgrimage, then, than this apostle of light: an artist 
steeped in Christianity and yet open to learning from 
Buddhism, enamored with Jesus and at the same time 
adventurous enough to find God in mysteries, humil-
ity, and love, not certainties, arrogance, or privilege.
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Pastor Jeffrey Dodson 

CE Director . . . . . Jeanne Williams

Moderator  . . . . . . . . Erin Ter Beest

Vice-Moderator . . . Michele Wittler

Clerk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Justus Paul

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . .Andy Lyke

Choir Director  . . . . . Kurt Dietrich

Faith Formation  . Barb Splittgaber

Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Judy Neill

Historian . . . . . . . . . .Robin Patzlaff

Maintenance Officer  .Lyle Mathias

Membership . . . . . . .Deanna Boone, 
B. Christ, M. Lyke, A. Dalziel

Nominating . . J. Christ, T. Konecny

Organist . . . . . . . . . .Maria Dietrich 

Outreach . . . . . . . . . .Erin Ter Beest

PPRC . . . . . . . . . . . . Michele Wittler

Women’s Fellowship . . . . . . . . TBD

Worship . . . . . . . . . Kathleen Hones

Church Contact Info 
Church office: 920-748-5898 or  
office@riponcongregationalucc.org

If not in the office, Pastor Jeffrey 
Dodson can be reached at …

Cell: (719) 330-8549 or by email, at 
jeffrey@riponcongregationalucc.org

Amanda Bohling, Office Manager: 
amanda@riponcongregationalucc.org

Jeanne Williams, CE Director 
jeanne@riponcongregationalucc.org

Rod Freeman – Church Custodian 
Cell: 920-896-2152

Spire Deadline
Our next Spire newsletter will be for 
April, 2022. The deadline is Wednes-
day, March 16, at noon. Please 
submit materials to the church of-
fice, or email to Maria Dietrich at  
dietrich.maria@gmail.com. Please 
mark your calendars.

Prayers for health and healing… 

Aya Volkmann; Ardis Mitchell; 
Van Smith (stroke, heart issues); 
Loren Boone (cancer); Brent 
Woyke, Janis & Cal Edward’s son 
(surgery); Don Amsden (Hospice); 
Dino, Katie Del Ponte’s aunts’ and 
uncles’ dad (gallbladder); Bonnie 
Simpson (knee surgery); Wayne 
Larson (hip); Lisa Reber, Maria’s 
mom (cancer); Grandmother 
Cindy from the Berndt/Selz’s fam-
ily (cancer); A young man in need 
(emotional & mental health); the 
Mental Health of our community, 
especially our children and young 
adults; and others who ask for 
prayers for health and healing, for 
those who are grieving.

For Don Amsden who graduated 
from Hospice care after improving 
from health complications. He will 
turn 105 years old on March 31.

For Bev Christ’s mom who is 
recovering from COVID. She 
turned 90 years old in February

For our Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities (HBCU’s) 
that have experienced a substan-
tial increase in threats of violence.

For the Afghan family our 
church is sponsoring. They have 
started school and English lessons.

For the people of Ukraine and Rus-
sia, and the world which prays for 
peace between the two countries. 

Please note: If you wish to see 
your prayer request listed in next 
Sunday’s bulletin or The Spire, 
please notify the church office.

Welcome!
We’ve been anticipating your ar-
rival! It’s true, because we believe 
that every person who comes to 
join us for fellowship was sent by 
God. Here at First Congregational 
Church of Ripon, we want you to 
experience Christ and be greatly 
blessed. We look forward to get-
ting to know you and to share 
with you the marvelous ways God 
is working in our church.It won’t 
take you long to discover that we 
are truly a “church family,” rich 
in the relationships that matter 
most. We grow, worship, serve, laugh, 
cry, learn and reach out to the world 
together. We reach out to you, as well. 
Our doors and hearts are always open.

If you’ve been thinking, praying, 
searching, or hoping for a place to 
belong, we would like, again, to say 
Welcome! We’re glad you found us.
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In this Lenten season, the words 
of Scripture and the paintings and 
letters of Vincent van Gogh will 
be our guides. Each week, bibli-
cal texts and Van Gogh’s work 
throw light on each other, pointing 
toward simple, powerful practices. 
I invite you to grab your favorite 
Bible and a decent internet con-
nection (all the paintings refer-
enced here can be found online). 
Week by week, we’ll travel this 
Lenten journey together toward 
Easter morning – and thereby do 
our part to help lengthen the light, 
humble our hearts, and open our 
eyes to the beauty of God’s spring-
time resurrection.

And if you happen to go out and 
get a Starry Night poster (or dig it 
out of your college trunk sitting in 
the basement) and hang it above 
your bed, you’ll probably be in 
good company with other starry-
eyed dreamers looking up to the 
heavens.

With eternity in my heart,

—Pastor Jeffrey

Lent 2022 Worship Schedule
Tuesday, March 1 | Mardi Gras - Shrove Tuesday 
5-7 pm Pancake Supper in Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, March 2 | Ash Wednesday | Van Gogh “Still Life with Bible” 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also 
12 pm Noon Ash Wednesday Service @ First Congregational 
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Service @ Our Saviour’s UCC

Sunday, March 6 | First Sunday of Lent, Communion | Van Gogh “The Potato Eaters” 
Luke 4:1-13 Jesus Answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” 
10:30 am Worship IN-PERSON | 4:00 pm Worship ONLINE

Sunday, March 13 | Second Sunday of Lent | Van Gogh “Sunflowers” and “La 
Berceuse (The Lullaby)” 
Luke 13:31-35 How often I have desired to gather your children together 
10:30 am Worship IN-PERSON | 4:00 pm Worship ONLINE

Sunday, March 20 | Third Sunday of Lent | Van Gogh “Almond Blossom” 
Luke 13:1-9 Let it alone for one more year 
10:30 am Worship IN-PERSON | 4:00 pm Worship ONLINE

Sunday, March 27 | Fourth Sunday of Lent | Van Gogh “The Sower” (Nov. 1888) 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 We had to celebrate and rejoice… he was lost and has been found 
10:30 am Worship IN-PERSON | 4:00 pm Worship ONLINE

Sunday, April 3 | Fifth Sunday of Lent | Communion | Van Gogh “Shoes” (in Paris) 
John 12:1-8 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me 
10:30 am Worship IN-PERSON | 4:00 pm Worship ONLINE

Sunday, April 10 | Palm Sunday | Van Gogh “Starry Night” 
Luke 19:28-40 I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out 
10:30 am Worship IN-PERSON | 4:00 pm Worship ONLINE

Thursday, April 14 | Maundy Thursday | Van Gogh “Café Terrace at Night” 
John 13:1-35 He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
10:30 am Worship IN-PERSON | 4:00 pm Worship ONLINE

Friday, April 15 | Good Friday | Van Gogh “At Eternity’s Gate” 
John 18:1-19:42 | 7 pm Community Worship, Location TBA

Saturday, April 16 | Holy Saturday | Van Gogh “Wheatfield behind Saint 
Paul’s Hospital, Saint Rémy” 
Matthew 27:57-66 | 9 am–5 pm Open Sanctuary for prayer & reflection

Sunday, April 17 | Easter | Van Gogh “Wheatfields with Crows Under a Stormy Sky” 
Luke 24:1-12 Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen 
8 am Sunrise Service led by Confirmands | 9 am Easter Breakfast 
10:30 am Worship IN-PERSON | 4:00 pm Worship ONLINE

Daylight Saving Time begins at  
2 a.m. on Sunday, March 13th!
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We have giving envelopes for any-
one who hasn’t gotten a set yet this 
year. Please let me know if you 
would like a set and I’ll get them to 
you. —Andy Lyke, Treasurer

To Jim Allard whose brother 
passed away. We keep the Allard 
family in our prayers during this 
time of loss.

To Chris Retzlaff whose father, 
Don Retzlaff, passed away Sun-
day, February 6. A memorial ser-
vice was held for Don on Satur-
day, February 12 at Our Saviour’s 
UCC. We keep the entire Retzlaff 
family in our prayers during this 
time of loss.

To Nate Del Ponte whose grand-
pa passed away February 6. We 
keep the Del Ponte family in our 
prayers during this time of loss.

To the Adams family. Natalie S. 
Adams passed away on Febru-
ary 13, 2022 in Colorado Springs. 
Natalie and Bernard Adams were 
members of our church when 
Bernard served as the 9th Presi-
dent of Ripon College (1966-85).
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Mission Accomplished!
In case you missed it, we paid 
off our mortgage last year, and 
we are officially done with the 
Sacred Space campaign! We 
raised close to $700,000 to reno-
vate our beautiful sanctuary and 
make other improvements to 
our physical home.  Thank you 
to all who made this possible 
for us to enjoy for years to come.  

—Andy Lyke, Treasurer

Help Stock the Pantry
During the month of March, the 
food pantry would appreciate 
your donations of baking supplies, 
cooking oils, muffin mixes, butter 
flavored Crisco. Ongoing needs in-
clude paper grocery bags, peanut 
butter, and personal toiletry items 
such a deodorant, soap, and femi-
nine hygiene products. Cash do-
nations are always very much ap-
preciated as well. Donations may 
also be dropped off at the church 
and will be delivered to the pantry. 
Thank you for your help!

—Outreach Committee

Our Community Dinners, held 
on the fourth Tuesday of ev-
ery month, are temporarily in 
a drive-through format due to 
COVID-19. Our next dinner 
will be held on March 22.

Staff Transition
We are sad to announce that our 
Office Manager, Amanda Bohling, 
will be leaving her position at the 
church. She will still assist in the of-
fice with reduced office hours until 
a new Office Manager is hired. We 
thank Amanda for her work and 
service to our church over the past 
one-and-a-half years. It was a joy 
to work with her in the office, and 
we wish her the best as she focuses 
on her family obligations. 

From a grateful church —  
Thank you, Amanda!

40 In Scripture, this number 
often indicates a time of trial or 
testing, or simply marks signifi-
cance. It rained 40 days and nights 
during the Flood. Israel wandered 
in the wilderness for 40 years.  
Jesus fasted for 40 days and was 
with the disciples for 40 days be-
tween his resurrection and ascen-
sion. The Christian church has 
long observed 40 days of Lent (not 
counting Sundays).
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Daycholah Center
on the south shore of 

Green Lake
W1010 Spring Grove Rd.

Ripon, WI 54971

Work
at cAmP

This
Summer!

ucci.org

The hospitality and event programs we offer at Daycholah Center depend on finding 
passionate and caring people who thrive in a growth environment. Year-round, we 
have great opportunities for full-time, part-time, and flexible team members. Each 
summer we hire about 30 staff to fill a variety of needs and positions.

Join the team at Daycholah Center

Email the completed 
application or a resumé to:
Kaitlyn Boscaljon
Human Resources 
Coordinator
920-745-8537 x3
kboscaljon@ucci.org

Current Openings
Assistant Kitchen Manager
Year-round, part-time position starting in April

Cabin Counselor
Live on-site from mid-June through mid-August

Program Manager
Full-time, live-onsite from mid-June through mid-August

Waterfront Manager
Full-time, live on or off-site, mid-June through mid-August

Guest Services Assistants (for anyone over 18)
Live on-site from June-August

Kitchen + Housekeeping Assistant
(perfect for high school-aged youth who do not live on-site)
Part-time, flexible hours varying between 1st and 2nd shifts. 
Includes weekends and some holidays.

Scan for more info 
and application

“Working at camp taught me a lot about patience, responsibility, 
as well as friendship, love, and acceptance.” – Kendall
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   Faith Formation
In-person Sunday School Resumes - We are so excited to welcome back our chil-
dren, youth, and staff for Sunday School and Confirmation classes at our church! 
We will wrap up a series of lessons on Bible stories about people having a very bad 
day - Old Testament Joseph, Moses, Daniel, the Disciples, Lazarus, and Saul - on 
Feb. 27th. During Lent, our lessons will feature stories from the lectionary texts but 
also link to the worship theme of “Vincent Van Gogh and the Beauty of Lent.”

We Love Our Church - On February 20th, the children and youth of the church welcomed the congregation 
back into the church and fellowship hall with a celebration–We Love Our Church–a reminder of the support and 
love our community provides for the members and friends of First Congregational Church. (See photos below.)

Books of the Bible Project - Our elementary school children are learning a rap that will help them name the 39 
books of the Old Testament. As they are learning to name the books of the Bible, the children are also learning 
some of the history of Judaism and Christianity, main characters in the story of our faith, and some pretty cool 
stories. This is a year-long project, and we hope to show you the results of this work at our Children’s Sunday 
celebration in the Spring.

Art After Church During Lent - Shared time and conversation help build community. During Lent, our church 
will provide opportunities for folks to gather to talk and make art and crafts during our Coffee Hour in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Individual and cooperative projects will be available.

Spring Field Trip - Faith Formation is planning a church field trip in late April. Since our Lenten worship theme 
is “Vincent Van Gogh and the Beauty of Lent,“ with a focus on his representations of light in his work. Our field 
trip will feature art or light, or both. How is that possible? Look for details in upcoming communications from 
the church.

—Jeanne Williams, Faith Formation
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Worship Volunteer Schedule
Date  Lector Ushers/Greeters Worship Slides Coffee Fellowship Hosts
Mar. 6 Lou Scholtens Susan & Preston Osteen  Tim Lyke Edwards & Flasch Families
Mar. 13 Tina Solberg Tina & Dan Solberg  Ashley Dodson Minch & Mathias Families
Mar. 20 Jack Christ Katie & Nate Del Ponte Dan Volkmann Seidler/Halwas & Retzlaff
Mar. 27 Ben Grady Lynn Grout-Paul & Justus Paul Marguerite Penick Scholtens & Scholtens

April 3 Barb Mitchell Jane Cotter/Kathleen Hones  Dan Volkmann Lyke Family
April 10 Katie Del Ponte Kaitlyn & Mike Boscalon Sarah Seidler-Halwas Del Ponte and Reilly/Henke
April 17 Michele Wittler Janis and Cal Edwards Gary Scholtens Boscaljon & Osteen Families
April 24 Stephanie Prellwitz Bev & Jack Christ Erik Dietrich Iserman & Konecny Families

Please try to meet this schedule. If you cannot help on the Sunday assigned…
• Please switch Sundays with someone else and then notify the church office  
(748-5898 or office@riponcongregationalucc.org) of the change.

• We all appreciate your participation!

Easter Flowers
Once again our sanctuary will be filled with assorted spring flowers/Easter lilies. 

If you would like to donate a plant in memory or honor of someone, please provide your name, their name, 
and your check/cash of $12.00 for each plant. Make checks payable to First Congregational Church.  
Thank you.

—Barb Mitchell

Number of plants ______ @ $12 = $ _______ total

Given by __________________________________________ (as you wish it to appear in the Spire)

In honor / memory / celebration of _____________________________________________________ 
 (Circle one)

In honor / memory / celebration of _____________________________________________________ 
 (Circle one)

Place this slip along with your cash or check in the collection plate or deliver it to the church office (locked 
box next to office door) no later than Sunday, April 3. We’re sorry but you cannot specify a particular choice 
of plant. Thank you.



9

M A R C H  2 0 2 2
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 28 1 2 3 4 5
9 am Sunday School
10:15 am Nursery
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship

6-7 pm Daisy 
Troop meeting

11 am Campus 
Christian Fellow-
ship

Noon - Ash 
Wednesday 
Service
5:30 GS Brown-
ie meeting
6:30 pm Ash 
Wednesday 
service at Our 
Saviour’s, with 
Pastor Jeffrey

6 pm NA meeting
6 pm Book Study
7-9 pm Choral Union

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9 am Sunday School
10:15 am Nursery
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship

6-7 pm Daisy 
Troop meeting

11 am Campus 
Christian Fellow-
ship
5 pm Sharing the 
Table at Grace

5:30 GS Brown-
ie meeting
5:30 pm Youth

6 pm NA meeting
6 pm Book Study
6-7:30 Girl Scouts 
Troop 6238
7-9 pm Choral Union

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9 am Sunday School
10:15 am Nursery
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship
12 pm Worship Committee

6-7 pm Daisy 
Troop meeting

11 am Campus 
Christian Fellow-
ship
6:30 pm Cabinet 
meeting

12 pm Spire 
deadline 
5:30 pm Youth
7 pm PPRC 
meeting

6 pm NA meeting
6 pm Book Study
7-9 pm Choral Union
Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day!

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9 am Sunday School
10:15 am Nursery
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship

6-7 pm Daisy 
Troop meeting

11 am Campus 
Christian Fellow-
ship
5:30 pm Commu-
nity Dinner

5:30 pm Youth
7 pm Women’s 
Sharing Table 
event

6 pm NA meeting
6 pm Book Study
6-7:30 Girl Scouts 
Troop 6238 
7-9 pm Choral Union

27 28 29 30 31 1 2
9 am Sunday School
10:15 am Nursery
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Fellowship

6-7 pm Daisy 
Troop meeting

11 am Campus 
Christian Fellow-
ship

5:30 pm Youth 6 pm NA meeting
7-9 pm Choral Union
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