Nov. 13, 2025

Dear Friends,

As the First Congregational Church this month celebrates 175 years of service to Jesus’ Gospel teachings, to
our church, community and wider world, we’re asking you to help us plan for the 176th year in our church’s
ministry.

Please consider making a pledge to our church for 2026 so that we all may better learn, grow and give as we
try to live out Jesus’ teachings of compassion, generosity and justice.

In one of her wonderful historical features describing our church’s history of serving others, member Jeanne
Williams told us about Miss Layle Lane (1895-1976), who never traveled to Ripon but received a scholarship to
study at Howard University in Washington, D.C. This occurred after the church’s minister, the Rev. Dr. S.M.
Newman, left Ripon to become president of Howard. Using her education, Miss Lane had a distinguished
career as a high school teacher, civil rights pioneer, union organizer and social activist, counting among her
friends and political partners the likes of Bayard Ruskin, Eleanor Roosevelt, Pearl Buck, W.E.B. DuBois and
Margaret Mead.

Miss Lane wrote a thank-you to the congregation for the scholarship that she said led to “the windows which
were opened to me.” Her story demonstrates that pledges to the church can be transformative in the lives of
our children, our peers and even those we will never meet. One of Newman’s successors, the Rev. Dick
Carleton, observed for our church’s 125th anniversary that "We recall this extraordinary story to show the
influence the church can be in the lives of people in Ripon or anywhere. . . We hope that many more such
instances may occur.”

We invite you, too, to change lives through your gifts. Please join us in giving what you can — be it $10, $100,
$1,000 or more per month. Your support strengthens our church and fortifies its members and friends as we try
to follow Jesus' adage to care for the last, the lost, the least among us. You may do so by:

e Completing and submitting the First Congregational Online Pledge
Form: www.riponcongregationalucc.org/pledge;

e Completing the enclosed Pledge Card and mailing it in the enclosed envelope or dropping it in the offering
plate.

Be assured your pledge will be confidential whether you make it online, by mail, or drop it in the offering plate.
Questions about your pledge? Feel free to call treasurer Andy Lyke (920-858-4116).


http://www.riponcongregationalucc.org/pledge

Blessings,

— Pastor Amanda Edwards, Daniel Volkmann, Skip Wittler, Preston Osteen, Andy Lyke and Tim Lyke

P.S. Thanks to you, last year 47 giving units committed $125,000 to the church for 2025. We are grateful for
your heartfelt generosity.



